Responding to a Satire

Today, you are going to read a satire. A satire is a type of writing that uses humour and irony to point out the short comings of an organization, person, situation, or society.  Satirical voice, again, is making fun of something to show its weakness or to teach a lesson.

After reading the satire, Man, You’re a Great Player, respond to the following questions:

1. In this article, Gary Lautens uses satire to make a point about hockey. What is the author’s real message? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. When did you realize that Lauten’s was not being serious? Did the teaser (the writing beside the title) or the title give you any clues? Explain. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Lautens was a journalist known for writing satiric humerous pieces. Would his message be more effective if he had written a typical sports column? Explain your view. ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Is this hockey player a hero? Why or why not? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. If you were going to write a satire, what would you choose for a topic? Look back at your definition of satire and satirical voice to find a topic – remember your topic should be something you want to criticize. __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Now it’s your turn : By using either The Onion (www.theonion.com) an American satire newspaper or The Beaverton (www.thebeaverton.com) a Canadian satire newspaper, read one of their satire articles and answer the following questions: 
1. Which satire technique is being used in the satire piece? How do we know it’s a satire piece rather than a serious one?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is being said in the article? What is the real message? 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Is this article effective? Does it get its point across? Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
